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Georgia Gann Research Project – 2012
A work-in-progress to identify and place early Ganns in Georiga
William Gann and Harriet Elizabeth Tomlinson: a tentative conclusion
We have been looking at what could have happened to two men named William Gann whose wives died c. 1830–31 in Clarke County, GA.
The first William was the son of John Gann, Sr. and his wife, Mary Gervain.  This William was born c. 1795 and married in 1812 Elizabeth Summers, daughter of Rev. War vet John Summers.   Elizabeth died c. 1830–31 and was the mother of 11 children, one of whom was named James, b. Dec 1813.  Most researchers consider this James to be the one who married Silar Sarah Frances Gann, the daughter of James Gann and Martha Patsy Humphries (who were married c. 1818 in Clarke County, GA).
The second William was the son of William Gann, Sr. and his wife, Dolly.   This William was married in 1819 to Polly Stephens, and their marriage ended in divorce in the fall of 1829.  
Both of these Williams were then absent a wife in 1830–31.  And we have been asking what happened to them.

Now, I think we have the answer.

We know that a William Gann married  on 15 May 1832 in Butts County, GA, a woman named Harriet Elizabeth Tomlinson, the daughter of Daniel Tomlinson.  This William Gann and his wife, Harriet, are next found in 1850 in Talladega County, AL.   William died sometime before 1860 and his widow, Harriet, is found living in Randolph Co., with their several children when the census was taken.  Living next door to Harriet is James Gann and his wife, Frances (Silar Sarah Frances Gann).   James is the son of William Gann and Elizabeth Summers.
Therefore, it seems to make sense that the William Gann who married Harriet Elizabeth Tomlinson in 1832 is one and the same William Gann whose wife, Elizabeth Summers, died in 1830–31.  He had numerous young children at that point and needed a wife to help take care of them, hence, the need to marry as soon as possible.  
The other scenario would have the divorced William who possibly left Clarke County for Butts County in 1828 be the one who married Harriet.  This, too, is a possibility.

James Gann and his wife, Silar Sarah Frances, were living in Randolph County, AL in the 1850 census.  So it makes sense that William and Harriet would have moved to Randolph County to be near his son, James, but even more sense if William had died in the early 1850s and then Harriet wanted to move to be near her husband’s son and his family.

So with the fact of these families living in close proximity and with the relationship of father to son, it appears highly likely that the William Gann who married Harriet Tomlinson is the same William who had first married Elizabeth Summers.  It was, therefore, the widowed William, not the divorced one, who married Harriet, making her the stepmother of James, who she is found living next door to when she, herself is later widowed.
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I would welcome your comments and any further analysis that you might have.  

As I’ve said before, the early Ganns in Georgia are “mixed up.”   We really need to try and make some sense with relationships and be able to publish articles and details which will actually reflect the facts.
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