Georgia Gann Research Project – 2012
A work-in-progress to identify and place early Ganns in Georiga
William Gann, Sr.  m.  c. 1792    Dolly -?- (maiden name unknown)
Possible Children: some known, some suggested by data relationships
William Gann, Jr.
b. 1793 from Clarke County tax records when he achieved age of 21.
In 1819, he married Polly Stephens.  And after she was found guilty of an adulterous affair with a neighbor man in 1826, William later sued for divorce, which was granted in late fall of 1829.  Polly then married a James Shaw in Feb 1830 in Clarke Co., GA.
William, Jr. is listed almost consistently on the Clarke Co., tax lists with William, Sr.

Now, what happened to William, Jr.?  Did he remarry, and, if so, to whom?  Or did he leave the county to get away from the scandal of Polly?  More later…
James
b. ? 1795–97
a possible son and he is the hardest to confirm.  The Clarke County tax lists cannot confirm that the James on the tax list is the son of William, Sr.  Need more on this James.
Martha Emma
b. ? 1795–96
married William Kimbro in 1812 and had several children; they left Clarke County and moved to Walton County further south.  In 1872/4, Emma gave a Power-of-Attorney to her niece, Eliza Gann of Clarke county, to sell Emma’s portion of the  “dower land,” hence this proves her relationship to Wm. & Dolly.   We need to see the actual deed of sale to show the amount of acreage sold.  
Mary
b. ? 1795–1800
had 3 children in her household of the 1850 census: they were Mary, Isaac, and William; they were living next door to Wm. & Dolly.  Were they her natural children?  And, what man was helping feed this family of four?  Was it the birth father of these children?  It appears that Mary “Polly” was never married.  In the 1860 census, Mary and mother, Dolly, now a widow, were living together.
Lucinda
b. 1805–1807
in the 1850 census, she was in the household of William, Sr. & Dolly and she was listed as age 45, hence a birth year of 1805.


After her name, there were two children:  
Jesse, age 19, and 
Eliza age 17.  
From other later data, Lucinda had an earlier son, 
David, b. 1830.


The question here is:   was Lucinda a daughter of Dolly and William, or was she a daughter-in-law, whose husband was an unknown son of William & Dolly?

The listing in the 1850 census suggests that she was an unmarried daughter still living at home and having children out of wedlock, but that is only a suggestion.  To date, Lucinda Gann has not been found in the 1860 census or in a later one.   Even though no marriage record has been found, she may have married and moved, or she could have died and been quietly buried on the farm.  Some later references suggest that she may have been a daughter-in-law, and her maiden name might have been Rainey, but to date no actual evidence has been put forward to support that allegation.



David (1830–1899 married Malinda Lee in 1849; they had issue.



Jesse (1831–1914) married Mary Ann Hamilton in 1859; they had issue.
Eliza (1832/3–? ) had 3 or 4 children and may not have married.  Her children as 
shown on a public member tree on Ancestry.com:

Georgianna, b. 1851


Lucinda, b. 1853


Rose, b. 1858


John Henry, b. 1875–d. 1927  m.  in 1901 to Sabrie A. Prather.
In the “Poor School Records of Clarke County, GA,” Eliza’s daughter, Georgianne in listed in school in 1858 and 1859.  Also enrolled is William H., son of David Gann.
Family Land
When William, Sr., died (between 1850 to 1859), he owned land.  The exact amount of acres owned at time of death is unknown at the time this is written.  But the Clarke County tax lists consistently list him with 150 acres on Oconee Creek.   However, this amount of acres does not match what I’ve been told.  We need to see the actual court record of his probate.  Remember, his wife, Dolly, who survived him, would have automatically received 1/3 of his property (land) as her “dower right.”   That was the law.  Dower right superceded a last will or primogeniture.   The widow got her share first:   the children (as heirs) then got the other 2/3 rds of the land.  So we really need to know exactly how much land there was.  This will then help explain the land that heirs were selling as late as 1904.
Now, here is why.  Later on, there were records of land sales of “dower land of William and of Dolly.”  Usually the amounts shown were 50 acres.  However, the current excerpts which may not be all of the actual records do not add up to what it would seem should be correct.   So we will have to wait until we can get an actual copy of the disposition of William, Sr.’s land, as well as what Dolly had.  

This will allow us to make a chart of heirs-at-law of William & Dolly via the transfer of William and Dolly’s land.
War of 1812

From the War of 1812, we find actual records of William Gann, Sr., William Gann, Jr., and Micajah Gann.   These three men were all in the same company and regiment at the very same dates.  All were discharged on the same day and each one received the identical amount of pay:  $44.32.
This strongly suggests that this is father and son, and then Micajah could be the son of the older Micajah, Sr., hence a nephew of William, Sr. and a first cousin to William, Jr.   Micajah is later found serving in Capt. Bradley’s Co., , Clarke County, GA, Militia in 1817.
Micajah, Jr., is briefly on the tax lists in Clarke County, but then moves to Butts Co., GA and is found on the tax list there in 1828.   Also, on that same list is William Gann.  Is this the William, Jr. who served in the War of 1812 with Micajah?   Could this William be the one who is now in the throes of a scandalous divorce, leaves Clarke County to get away from the public humiliation and moves south to Butts County to be near a family member, his first cousin and army buddy, Micajah Gann???   Micajah and his family are listed on the 1830 Butts County census.  
Why more about William Gann?  I am continuing to work on this idea of William Gann, Jr., from Clarke County marrying Harriet Tomlinson since Captain David Gann of Alabama, currently serving in the US Army, is trying to connect to trace his Gann lineage.   David thinks that his ancestor, William “Willie” Gann of Alabama, could possibly be the son of William and Harriet.  Hence, the following comments, but unfortunately without any conclusion at this point…..but the truth will be found !!  David, don’t give up hope.
Then a William Gann married on 15 May1832 a Harriet Elizabeth Tomlinson in Butts County.  Doesn’t this suggest a relationship between the two cousins and the timing of the move to Butts County in relation to the emerging divorce in Clarke County, as well as their time together in the War of 1812?  It does to me!!!

In the 1840 census of Troup Co., GA, a William Gann is there with his family.   Also in the county is Michael Tomlinson, a known brother of Harriet!   What does this suggest?  Is this William who we think him to be, who he appears to be?  We need more documentation to pin him down, to identify him for certain.  
And then in 1850, William Gann and wife, Harriet, and a whole bunch of kids, are in Talladega Co., AL.   
One of their two sons was named William, bc. 1836.

In 1860 in Randolph Co., AL, Harriet (listed as H.E.) is alone with some of the younger children, suggesting that her husband, William, Jr., has died.
On this 1860 census, their son, William, is listed as William D. T. Gann.  I believe that a William D. T. Gann served in the Civil War, but we need his record from the GA Archives in Atlanta.   Confederate pension records are not available here in D.C. at the National Archives.  Also shown with Harriet is a daughter named Lucinda, b. 1843.  
Does this naming of two children suggest a relationship to father and a possible sibling/sister of William,  Jr.?
To all readers;
I need your help and input if you have any.   This Georgia Gann Project will only be successful if folks can share any information they have.  The data on the various sources on the internet is very flawed.   The total recklessness of people putting up information on “family member trees” is laughable.   Most of it is way off base.  I find that people just hook up anyone to anybody---and then the next person copies this and passes it on as Fact !!  Not that we can change any or all of this, but at least we can hope to put some order in the Gann family in early Georgia.
Regards,

Bill

William R. Gann

25 Sep 2012
Washington, D.C.
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