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Summary  RE:  William Gann, 1795–1856/1860.
A son of John Gann, Sr. and Mary Gervain, William Gann was born c. 1795 
in Clarke County, Georgia.  Some researchers include the initial D. in William’s name.  This may be 
a result of William and Harriet’s son’s name being shown as W.D.T. Gann on the 1860 census.  No original documents have been found giving this initial D. for this individual.
William married 1st) Elizabeth Summers on 5 Feb 1812 in Clarke County, GA.  She was the daughter 
of the Rev War veteran, John Summers (1762–1848).   Summers was living with this couple in 1840 as a Rev War pensioner.
William and Elizabeth had issue:

—James Gann  m. 5 Feb 1835  Silar Sarah Frances Gann (d/o James Gann & Martha Jane “Patsy” Humphries)
      Dec 1813–1894 AL               1817–1913

—Robert Gann  m. 3 Jun 1832  Julia Ann Gann (d/o Samuel Gann, Jr. & Sarah Lee)
       1815–1900  

      1818–1858
—Henry “Grandser” Gann  m. 26 Apr 1838  Elizabeth Crow  (need her father’s name)
       1816–1914                                                 1820–1899

—Littleberry Gann  m. 6 Oct 1840    Eleanor Gann  (living in Randolph Co., AL in 1850)
       1817–1891                                    1825–
—Joseph Gann  m. 9 Nov 1848  Elizabeth Pinckard  (d/o James M. & Sarah Pinckard/Pinkard)
       1818–c. 1895

          1834–1895
—William Gann

       1820–   (no record of him has been found any place!)

—Cynthia Gann  
      1820–1828   (died as a child)
—Littleton Gann  m. Clarinda Cupp  (d/o George W. Cupp and Mary Fortnier)
       1822–1904            1830–1897

—Edmond Gann  m. Frances ?   (need her maiden surname)
       1825–1867           1829–1909

—Mary Ann Gann  m. 1 Nov 1848  Allen Thompson
      1825–                                             1812–1867
—Nancy Gann  m. 1848  Benj. Ogburn Ireland
       1834–1917

1826–1901
All references to Elizabeth (Summers) Gann indicate that she died c. 1830–1831.
William m. 2nd
A William Gann married Harriet Elizabeth Tomlinson in Butts County, GA, on 15 Mar 1832.   
In all probability, this William was most probably the husband of Elizabeth (Summers) Gann who had died c. 1830–31 in Cobb County, GA.  
In 1830, Micajah Gann, Jr. and his family were living in Butts County.  He and William were first cousins.  Hence, the strong possibility that William was visiting Micajah and family and met and 
then married Harriet in Butts County.
In 1840, William Gann and family are living in Troup County, GA.  Since Daniel Tomlinson of Butts County and family are also living in Troup County and since Daniel is a brother to Harriet Elizabeth Tomlinson, then this William Gann family is probably William and Harriet from Butts County.
In the 1850 Alabama census, town of Talladega, Talladega County, William Gann, age 55 (b. 1795), is listed with wife, Harriet, age 44 (b. 1805-06), and the following children:

—Velmina Gann

1833–

—Juliann Gann  (also found as Julie Ann)

1834–

—William Gann; age 14 –in 1850 census; 

1836 to 1844 –
      
         (in 1860 census, he is listed as W D T, age 22,  hence, census birth range 1836 to 1838).

—Julian C. Leonard Gann  m. 1862  Elizabeth Jane Thompkins  (often found a J.C.L. Gann)

1837–1917                                       1838–1911

—Harriet Gann

1840–

—Elizabeth Gann

1841–

—Margaret Gann  m. aft. 1870   E. O. Gwynn

1842–                        1832–

—Lucinda Gann  m. 1865  Allen Wigley

1843–1912                      1838–1917

—Lugenia (Rebecca J.) Gann

1844–

—Cindonia A. Gann  m. 1880   George W. Huie

  1845– aft. 1910                     1844–aft. 1910 
William Gann, husband and father, is deceased by the 1860 census.  Harriet was then found living in the northern division of Randolph County, with post office of Rockdale, Alabama.  
She had eight (8) children in the household with her; all except Aquilla were with her in 1850:  
Julia A.
24
W D T  
22   (has to be “William” in 1850 census )

Elizabeth
17
Margett
15
Lucinda
14
Rebecca J.
12
Cindonia,      
10

Aquilla,                4    (later spelled Oquilla)   Is he Harriet & William’s last child?     

                                  If so, then William would have died between 1856 and census day 1860.
Note that William is the only given name in common between the two groups of children of William and his projected two wives.  In the 1850 census household of William and Harriet, none of the children of William and Elizabeth (Summers) were listed.  Most were married by that time.
In the 1870 Alabama census, Harriet is listed as H E Gann, age 60, and living in township 18, range 9, post office of Delta, Clay County, Alabama.  Three of her children are living with her:

J A = Juliann

age 32
Margrett = Margaret
       23
CC = Cindonia   
  
       21
Since Harriet was living in Randolph, Clay, and Cleburne counties from 1860 and as late as 1870 census and maybe a few years later, it is interesting to note in the 1880 Alabama census of Cleburne County, a William Gann is found.   Remember that William and Harriet had a son named William.  Here in the 1880 census, this William’s age is given as 36, hence a birth year of 1843/44.  Could this further suggest that this William is the son of Harriet and William Gann, even though the dates of his birth years change from census to census?
As stated above, William “Willie” Gann (some accounts show ‘Coleman’ as a middle name but no proof to date to this researcher) and his wife, Sarah Frances (Garrison) Gann, are living in Lost Creek, Cleburne County, AL, in 1880 with five (5) named children.  In 1900, they are living in Black Swamp, Winston Co., AL, with four (4) children.  
The question is whether or not this William Gann  (b. 1836, 38, 41, or 44) can be the son of William Gann (c. 1795) and Harriet Elizabeth (Tomlinson) Gann?

One of the problems stems from the number of men named ‘William Gann.”  Several are born in relatively close years, lived both in Georgia and Alabama in same or adjacent counties, etc.  
What caused these several Gann families to move from upper, northeastern Georgia to eastern Alabama by 1850 or slightly earlier? 
Hopefully these above notes and dates may eventually help in David’s search for his “Willie.”
Regards,

Bill

Independence, MO
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