Analysis of Five Men named William Gann; 
data found in Georgia records from various sources, especially census.
DRAFT #3 – prepared for discussion purposes, only.

	Name
	Wife
	Approx. birth & death (Wm.)
	1790s
	1820 census
	1830 census
	1840 census
	1850 census
	Notes

	William ​ 1
 s/o old Nathan ?
	Mary (?)

(see 1790s data, at right)
	b. 1760–1770
	A witness with Mary to 1793 Indian depredation

(see notes #1 & 2 below)
	Listed as Sr.

Age: 45+ 

(bef. 1775)

3 sons, 4 daus.
Clarke Co. 
p. 111
	Age 70–80
(1760–1770)
6 sons/6 daus.

Cobb Co. 
p. 27           
	           
	          
	William died or moved away or in with family as he is not found in 1840+ 

(see note #2 below)

	William ​ 2

	
	b. ca. 1775–1780
dc. 1852
	a William and a Wm. Jr. on petitions (see note #3 below, also note #1)
	Listed as Jr.
Age: 26–45

(1775–1794) 

3 sons/4 daus.

Clarke Co. 
p. 113
	Listed as Sr.
Age: 50–59

(1770–1780)

3 sons/8 daus.

Clarke Co., 
p. 293
	?  Not found
	?  Not found
	William in Clarke Co. by 1793;
Died Oct 1852 ? Clarke Co.

	William ​ 3
   of Dist. 240    

   Clarke Co. 1840
(probable son of William 1)
	Dolly -?-​

m. ca. 1800–1802 ?
	b. ca. 1780

d. aft 1850
	
	  ?  Not found
	 ?  Not found
	Age: 50–59

(1780–1790)

3 sons/3 daus.

Clarke Co. 
p. 25
Wife: 40–49
	Age: 70 b. NC

Vinson’s Dist., Clarke Co. 
p. 28.
Wf: Dolly, 60
	

	William​ 4
s/o John Sr.
	Elizabeth Summers 

m1) 5 Feb 1812
m2) Harriet 

Elizabeth Tomlinson


	Wm. ca. 1794​

    d. 1853–54

Elizabeth dies by 1832/33.
	
	Age: 16–26

(1794–1804)

1 dau.

Clarke Co., 
p. 111
	Listed as Jr.

Age: 30–39

(1791–1800)

6 sons/2 daus.

Clarke Co., 
p. 292
	Age: 40–50

(1790–1800)

5 sons/5 daus.

Cobb Co.
	William
Age: 55 (1795)

Wife: Harriet 

Age: 44 (1806) with 10 named children
	William died 1853 or 1854 Cobb Co. 

(see note #4 below)

Harriet in 1860 census in Randolph Co., AL with 8 named children
1870: Clay Co. AL
1880: Cleburne Co., AL

	William ​ 5
s/o Samuel Sr.

	Mary “Polly” Stephens 

m. 15 Jul 1819
	b. ca. 1800​

d. bef. 1850, Clarke Co.
	
	  Not found; probably with  wife’s family
	?  Not found
	Age: 40–49

(1790–1800)

4 sons
	Widow, Polly, age: 50, 
3 children in Clarke Co.
	Wm. died 1849 in Cobb Co. per “old_willys” online posting



Note #1:  Indian depredations  — As a direct result of the white man encroaching upon and into Native Americans’ lands, the indigenous residents became 

more and more embittered with this almost wholesale trampling and settling upon their ancestral, native hunting lands.  As a result, raids and theft 
of property of white occupants occurred in various locations and in various southern states.  The white man appealed to the U. S. government for compensation, etc.  

Note #2:  This William is found only in the 1820 census and then disappears as head of household.  He is not found in a careful search of the 1830 or 1840 schedules for Georgia, and does not appear with this age in any later schedules.  This suggests that he is dead by 1850, and may have been dead as early as 1830, or if still alive, was included in somebody else’s household.  Some early William Ganns with Georgia connections are found later in Alabama, Mississippi and Texas.  It has not yet been established exactly who they are, or when they moved to those areas.

Note #3:  Three different, early documents dating from 1789–​93 in what was then Greene County include the name William Gann.  One, a 1793 Muster Roll,  has William Gann, Jr. in association with John and Samuel.  A second document, a Petition from October 1791, again names William Gann, Jr. with John and Samuel.  In a third document, a William Gan appears on an undated Memorial (1789–​93) to Gov. Telfair from citizens in the Lower or 2nd Battalion of Greene County.  The William, who witnessed the 1793 Indian depredation (Note #1), might be William, Sr., son of “old” Nathan [Sr.].

Note #4:  Several different researchers, probably copying from each other, have posted family trees online giving either 1853 in Cobb Co. or 5 June 1854 in Paulding Co. as death data for this William (#4).  All give 1794 for birth except one who gives 1786.  Those who give parents are all agreed upon John (Sr.) and Mary Gervain.  In the 1840 census, the household numbers 13 persons, including 77 year-old Rev. War veteran, John Summers, who is likely the father or perhaps elder brother of William’s wife, Elizabeth Summers.

Please be aware that references to sons and daughters above are merely a statement of how many individuals of each gender are in the household.  Relationships are not given or proven.  
SUMMARY STATEMENT:  The data presented in this draft is hopefully a beginning to develop a full picture of several Gann men who helped in the early development of Georgia.  

We know that Nathan Gann [Sr.], commonly referred to as “old Nathan,” was in Georgia very early 1781–1782 as were several of his younger sons.  The Telamon Cuyler Collection in Special Collections at the University of Georgia, Athens, gives us evidence of four Gann men who were there and active in social actions by 1789.  These four were:  Nathan (father) and his sons, Samuel, William and John; son James and a Nathaniel (relationship to others unknown) were listed in a 1789 Muster Roll in Greene County, GA. 

From various data, we see six sons of “Old Nathan”:  (some birth year ranges and locations are probabilities only!)

Samuel, Sr. 
(b. ca. 1766 VA) 

James, Sr.
(b. ca. 1760–1768 VA)

John, Sr. 
(b. ca. 1770–1775 NC)

William, Sr.
(b. ca. 1770–1780 NC) 

Micajah, Sr. 
(b. ca. 1770–1780 NC) 

Nathan, Jr.
(b. ca. 1786 GA)  

In the list above, we have used the designation Sr. (senior) for five of these sons since they appear to all have had sons as “junior” or because someone by that given name appears in the area records at a later time with the designation of “junior.”  Those individuals may be sons or nephews who are being distinguished by the clerk by the use of that designation.  The presence of the designation “junior” does not always mean father and son, but can be a way to distinguish two men of the same given name in the same locality at the same time.

Another William, unaccounted for in this summary, is found in 1840 census in Troup County, Georgia.  He is 40–50, so born ca. 1789–1799.  The household consists of two sons, three daughters, William, and two adult women: one is 30–40 and the other is 50–60.  Looking at this data, it is probable that this William and his wife are both close to 40 and the older woman is the mother of one of them.  The other possibility is that William is just under 50 and the older of the two women is his wife, slightly older.  The younger woman could be anybody, perhaps a younger sister of one of them.
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