




Adam C. Gann   ??
Why  ??







or
Why is it so difficult for people to understand or accept the use of a simple initial?

By William R. Gann, M. Sci. 
Research Director, GHS&L 

My name is William R. Gann although I generally go by Bill.  My formal signature, my legal name, however, is William R. Gann.  It is not William Ray Gann, William Ralph Gann or another combination that you wish to fill in!   I use my middle initial to distinguish myself from some other William Gann, not to signify my middle name.  I do not use my middle name; nobody has the right to assume to fill in what they think is my middle name; the initial is sufficient and it stands on its own.  

As family researchers, we should avoid filling in names when all we have to work with is an initial in a record because there are too many possibilities of what it could stand for, too many chances to be wrong if we assume.  Such is the case with another Gann individual, an ancestor for many of us.

For years, one son of Adam Gann, Sr. and his first wife, Jane (maiden name unknown!) was called Adam Gann, Jr.  This son was born in 1769 in Virginia and died between 1836 and 1840—actual location unknown—but it could have been in McMinn County, Tennessee, or in Missouri where all of his thirteen  children and their families had settled by the Spring of 1840.


This Jr. and Sr. designation is found in the Washington County, Tennessee, militia tax lists.  This designation is most often found for a father and his son; but “junior” was also used by clerks to identify someone of the same given name who was “younger” than another, older man of the same given name—all designed to help keep individuals separate to avoid mix-ups, especially in tax lists, deeds, and local court cases.

Adam Gann, Jr. first appeared in 1790 on the Washington County Tax List of Capt. Handley’s company, when Adam would have just turned 21, the age when young men were first listed as tax payers.  Adam Jr. was listed with one white poll, three black polls, and 100 acres of land.  These original county militia tax lists can be found in the Washington County Archives in Jonesborough, Tennessee.

Most unfortunately, some researchers and some descendants of Adam C. Gann and his wife, Rosina (not Rosannah) Broyles, have incorrectly attached a middle name to the initial “C.”   Why ??


Let’s remember that in the Washington County, Tennessee, records for many years, both men named Adam Gann are found listed, both with and without the Jr. and Sr. designation.  One has to analyze the date and details to distinguish between these two men.  After Adam Gann, Sr. moved from Washington County to Jefferson County, Tennessee around 1800, Adam Gann, Jr., dropped the “junior” designation as seen in many Washington County court documents and in the tax lists from 1804 until 1822.


So how, and where, did the middle name of “Carter” come into play?   It’s simple!


Adam C. and Rosina named one of their sons Adam Carter Gann; he was their sixth of nine sons. This son was born circa 1820 in Washington County, Tennessee.  In the most popular naming pattern of this time period, it was proper for the first son to be named after his paternal grandfather.  The second son was often named after his maternal grandfather, etc.  But Adam and Rosina’s first son was simply named John as far as we know.  It looks as through they did not follow this pattern since it was not until their last and ninth son, Nicholas Broyles Gann, was named after Rosina’s father, Nicholas Broyles.  That name should have been used for their second son, not the ninth.


Some researchers have posted the surname of Carter as belonging to Jane, the grandmother and first wife of Adam Gann, Sr.  However, in over 30 years of ongoing research, nobody has ever found any instance of a female Carter named Jane marrying into the Gann family.  


Adam Carter Gann married Mary “Polly” Louise Lemons about 1831 in McMinn County, Tennessee.  They moved to Missouri sometime during 1839.  Adam is listed in the 1840 and 1850 U.S. census for Johnson County, Missouri; in 1860 in Barry County, Missouri; and in 1880 in Benton County, Arkansas.  Adam Carter Gann died 7 August 1887 in Benton County, Arkansas.

It is most interesting to note that several grandchildren of Adam C. and Rosina were named “Adam Carter or Adam C.”:  

· John Gann named a son Adam Carter Gann  (30 Sep 1834 – 9 Dec 1891), who was called “Frazier or Fraze” in his adult life in California.
· William Gann named a son Adam C. Gann (3 Feb 1830 – 25 May 1911)
· Adam Carter Gann named a son Adam Carter Gann (5 May 1848 – 22 Nov 1917)

· Nathan Gann named his first born son Adam Carter Gann (9 Mar 1822 – 3 Apr 1900)

· Elizabeth (Gann) & Samuel Barton Campbell named a son Adam C. Campbell (16 Oct 1833 –  ).

So for those individuals who just “have to” put a name onto an initial, one can see the origin of the idea of using the middle name of “Carter” for the initial “C” of Adam Gann, Jr.  But, the fact is that nobody to date has any proof of a middle name for the initial “C” of the grandfather who is the beginning of this trend in this family line.  He is simply Adam C. Gann. 

The first instance of the use of the initial “C” is found on 4 June 1828 when the Knoxville Register printed a Sheriff’s Sale notice in which Adam C. Gann, and his two sons and a son-in-law (Joseph Henry Green) were named liable for 300 acres of land in Cocke County, Tennessee.  This is the first printed instance found of Adam’s initial “C” being listed. 

The second documented instance of the use of the initial “C” is found in a McMinn County court record dated Thursday, 4th September 1834, in an “Order of Sale,” page 401.   The style of the case is  Joseph Roper vs. Adam C. Gann.

The third factual instance of the use of the initial “C” is found in Adam’s own signature to a sale of property in McMinn County, Tennessee, dated 16 August 1836:  Deed - Adam C. Gann to Thomas Crabtree for 160 acres for $260.  [image: image1.jpg]AVl B
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On 29 April 1841, the two witnesses to the above sale of land stated that– 
“…they are personally acquainted with Adam C. Gann the within grantor and that they saw him sign the same on the day it bears date…”  Ref: McMinn County Deed Book G, p. 180–181.

As far as anyone knows at present, Adam C. Gann  (1769–1836?)  never appears in any record provided to date by researchers with a middle name, only the initial “C.”  We therefore have no proof of what that “C” stands for.  It might be Carter, or Colombus, or Cooper, or Clark, but we simply cannot say.  It is not a safe assumption to apply a given middle name of a grandchild to a grandparent simply because the middle name and the middle initial match.  Keeping to sound research principles, our Adam, therefore, must remain simply Adam C. Gann until somebody can find an original document showing him using a full middle name.   

In fact, our ancestor occurs in a multitude of earlier records simply as Adam Gann.  He began using the initial “C” to distinguish himself around 1828.  We do not know the reason for this.

This below example of a signature of Adam Gann is taken from a 1826 case in Roane County, Tennessee, two years before his name appeared in the Knoxville newspaper with the initial “C.”   Because of the date and details of this court case, we know that this Adam Gann is actually our Adam C. Gann.  
Ref: article appeared in the Gann Gazette, v. 2, #4, Spring 1998, p. 18.
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In Ancestry.com’s Public Member Trees of over 200+ entries of the Adam C. Gann family, this error occurs repeatedly.  Many of these instances result from the continued sharing and copying of false information.  

The Society strongly urges all members to go through and purge their data bases of any references to Adam Gann with a middle name, rather than perpetuating this error by sharing data that is incorrect.  


Please don’t be a part of the problem by sharing or uploading incorrect information from your data base….clean out this error NOW!
